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A NOTE ON THE OCCURRENCE OF ASPARAGUS ACEROSUS ROXB. (LILIAGEAE) 
IN THE REGION OF UPPER GANGETIC PLAIN AND ASSAM 


Asparagus acerosus Roxb. (Family : Liliaceae) 
was reported as a new record for the Upper Gangetic 
Plain (sensu Duthie, 1903-29) by Raizada (1939). 
This record was based on a specimen collected by 
Inayat (Duthie’s Collector , 23879) from Bankatwa, 
District Bahraich and deposited in the herbarium 
of the Forest Research Institute and Colleges, Dehra 
Dun (DD). Raizada, however, inroduced an element 
of doubt regarding the identity of this specimen by 
his remark that, “There is a fragmentary specimen 
which may belong to this species, but in the 
absence of sufficiently complete material it cannot 
satisfactorily be determined.” Because of this, 
the occurrence of A. acerosus in Upper Gangetic 
plain region remained uncertain and Rau (1969) 
did not include it in his check-list for the region. 

Recently one of us (S, L. Kapoor , 70471, 5.2.1969, 
fr., LWG) collected specimens of A. acerosus from 
about 2.5 km east of Tehri Ghat, North Chowk 
Forest, District Gorakhpur (83° N, 25° E). Plants 
were seen within a distance of about 3 km from 
Tehri Ghat Forest Rest House, growing in partial 
shade. This leaves no doubt regarding the 
occurrence of this species in the region of Upper 
Gangetic Plain. It, however, still appears to be 
confined to the tarai forests of Gorakhpur and 
Bahraich Districts. The local Hindus regard the 
plants of this species as sacred; they commonly 
believe that if they uproot the plant, their children 
will be cursed to die. 

It may be of interest to note that Mitra (1958) 
has reported the distribution of A. acerosus only 
in “N. Bengal, Chittagong”. A sheet of the Dehra 
Dun Herbarium collected by King's Collector (s.n., 
December 1890, fr.) from Goalpara, Guma Dar, 
Assam adds to the known areas of its distribution. 

It is worth mentioning that some of the Asparagus 
spp. growing in India and Nepal are regarded as 
the source of the well reputed drug of the indigenous 
system of medicine called ‘Shatawar’; it is composed 
of the boiled, dried tuberous roots of some Asparagus 
S pp. Q ur specimens of A. acerosus were called by 
lpcal people of the area of collection as ‘Satawar’. 

A survey of the available literature on Asparagus 
reveals that the underground parts of various 
species are not fully described. A detailed des¬ 


cription of those of A. acerosus as based on field notes 
is given below. Some of the salient features sup¬ 
plementing the available descriptions in general 
are also included. 

Asparagus acerosus Roxb. (Hort. Beng. 24. 

1814) FI. Ind. ii. 150. 1832. 

Specimens stout, erect, 1-1.25 m tall. Under¬ 
ground stock going vertically deep to about 30-40 cm, 
up to 3 cm in diam., splashed with orange-brown, 
bearing in the lower region tuberous roots radiating 
in all directions. Tuberous roots dirty white, 
usually 30-60 cm long, about 3 mm thick in the 
basal region and then gradually swollen up to about 
10 mm near the apex, ultimately abruptly pointed; 
some only up to 15 cm long, about 3 mm thick in 
the basal region and then gradually swollen to about 
5-6 mm near the apex. Green stem just above the 
ground almost as thick as the underground stock 
below the surface (± 3 cm). Cladodes usually 
3 or at times only 2, or rarely 1 or 6 in intermediary 
clusters, and generally 6, or rarely 3 or 8 in apical 
clusters, all triquetrous, those on short young 
branches (perhaps young cladodes) 1-2.5 cm long, 
on older branches 5-9 cm long. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The authors are thankful to the Director, National 
Botanic Gardens, Lucknow for providing facilities 
for work and to Dr. K. C. Shani, Forest Botanist, 
Forest Research Institute and Colleges, Dehra Dun 
for facilities to consult the herbarium. 

S. L. Kapoor and L. D. Kapoor 

National Botanic Gardens, Lucknow 


REFERENCES 


Duthie, J. F. Flora of the Upper Gangetic Plain and of the adjacent 
SiwaltJc and Sub-Himdayan Tracts . 1-3 (Calcutta), 1903-29. 

Mitra, J. N. Flowering plants of Eastern India : Monocotyledons. 
1 | 37 (Calcutta), 1958. J 


Raizada, M. B. Recently introduced or otherwise imperfectly 
known plants from the Upper Gangetic Plain. Indian Forest 
Records (New Series) Botany. 1 (5) : 232, 1939, 

Rau, M. A. Flora of the Upper Gangetic Plain and of the adjacent 
Siwalik and Sub-Himalayan Tracts. Check List. Bull, hat 
Surv. India. 10 (supplement no. 2) : 1-87, 1'969. 


35 





